
 

Each year the American Dietetic Association gives MDA the opportunity to recognize dietitians 

in our state who have made significant contributions to our profession.  These awards are: 

Recognized Young Dietitian of the Year Award (RYDY), Emerging Dietetic Leader Award 

(EDL), and Outstanding Dietitian of the Year Award (ODY) .   

 

MDA also asks district associations and MS dietetic practice groups to nominate individuals 

outside the field of dietetics for the Magnolia Award.  Nominees for this award should have 

demonstrated an interest or shown support in nutrition and dietetics.  

 

Below you will find the criteria for each award.  If you know someone who meets these 

qualifications and you would like to nominate them as a candidate for an award, please submit 

the information below to the nominating committee by February 10, 2012.    

 Urmila Mota- clinicjnc@bellsouth.net 

 Tiffani  Grant-shungrant@yahoo.com  

 Kelly White- kelly.white@och.org 

 

1. MDA Award Nomination Form 

 

2. ADA Application/Data Sheet (Not needed for Magnolia Award) 

 

3. Letter of Reference (Magnolia Award only) 

 

4. Nominee’s current resume focusing on the following areas: 

 

Highest Education 

Advanced Specialty or Certification 

Academic Honors 

Current Employment 

Association Leadership at the District, State and National Level 

Practice Group Involvement or Appointed Positions 

Professional Accomplishments such as: 

 Legislative Initiative (testimony or lobbying) 

 Creation of something of value to the profession 

 Media Exposure (TV, radio, video) 

 Presentations (workshop leader, planner, speaker) 

 Publications (book, chapter, article, pamphlet) 

 Career Guidance or Mentoring 

 Nutrition Related Community Service 

 Research Activities 

 Awards given by the Public, Colleagues, or other Professionals 

 Poster Sessions 

 Other Professional Organizations or Chairmanships 

 Community Service outside of Dietetics  
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Award Nomination Criteria  

 

Recognized Young Dietitian of the Year Award (RYDY)  

The purpose of the RYDY program is to recognize the competence and activities of 

younger dietitians in The American Dietetic Association and to encourage their 

continued participation in Association affairs. This group will be an additional resource 

from which the leadership of The Association will develop both at the district, state, and 

national levels.  In addition to publishing the list of RYDYs in the Journal of The 

America Dietetic Association, each awardee will receive a formal certificate of 

recognition from the President of the Association. 

 Criteria for Selection  
1. Member of The American Dietetic Association. 

2. Age limit as of April 1 deadline, 35 years or younger. 

3. Active participation in the national, state, or district association. 

4. Not previously selected as an RYDY. 

5. Demonstrated concern for the promotion of optimal health and nutritional       status of 

the population.               

6. Demonstrated leadership, e.g., in legislation, research, education, management, etc., 

either in the Association or employment. 

Emerging Dietetic Leader Award (EDL) 

The purpose of the Emerging Dietetic Leader Award is to recognize the competence and 

activities of dietitians regardless of their age, who have made distinctive contributions 

early in their dietetics careers to the American Dietetic Association. The award 

encourages their continued participation in Association affairs. This more mature/older 

group will be an additional resource from which the leadership of the Association will 

develop at the district, state, and national levels. 

Criteria for Selection  
1. Member of the American Dietetic Association 

2. Initial practice experience not less than 5 years and not greater than 10 years. 

Interrupted careers or time periods not in practice, are not to be considered or rationed 

into the 5-10 years of professional practice experience. 

3. Active participation in the national, state, or district association for at least 5 years. 

4. Not previously selected as an RYDY or RDTY. 

5. Demonstrated concern for the promotion of optimal health and nutritional status of the 

population. 

6. Demonstrated leadership, e.g., in legislation, research, education, management, etc., in 

the Association, community or employment. 



Outstanding Dietitian of the Year (ODY) 

The purpose of the Outstanding Dietitian of the Year Award is to recognize the 

professional contributions of a Mississippi Dietitian to The Mississippi Dietetic 

Association and the profession of Dietetics.  The ODY recipient is published in a fall 

issue of the Journal of the American Dietetic Association. 

Criteria for Selection  

1. Member of the American Dietetic Association 

2. A registered, licensed dietitian over the age of 30. 

3. Demonstrates leadership to advance the profession of Dietetics legislation, research, 

education, clinical dietetics, career guidance, public relations, community nutrition, 

management. 

4. Active in the association in various aspects of leadership and service. 

5. Demonstrates the Association's goals in personal and professional life. 

6. One who gives "above and beyond" in service to the association's projects and duties 

(attend more than 50% of districts and MDA meetings). 

7. Noteworthy community service in nutrition/dietetics. (Speaking engagements, 

articles in newspapers, trade magazines, or other current reliable publications. 

Magnolia Award    

Criteria for Selection 

1. An individual outside the profession of dietetics that demonstrates outstanding 

interest, support, and contributions to the profession of dietetics. 

2. One who has made significant contributions to human welfare through a profession 

other than that of dietetics. 

3. One who demonstrates good will through notable service in furthering the 

advancement of the profession of dietetics. 

4. One who promotes nutrition in a manner as supported by scientific evidence and 

sound nutritional fact. 

5. One who displays keen interest in improving nutrition for persons of all ages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MDA Awards Nominating Form 
 

 

I nominate __________________________________ for the following dietetics award (please 

check): 

 

_____Recognized Young Dietitian of the Year Award (RYDY) 

 

_____Emerging Dietetic Leader Award (EDL) 

 

_____Outstanding Dietitian of the Year Award (ODY) 

 
 

Nominee’s Date of Birth: _____________ Nominee’s ADA Membership No: ________ 

 

Submitted by:_______________________Telephone No: ________________________ 

 

E-mail address: _____________________ Date Submitted: _______________________ 
 

 

How long and in what capacity have you known the nominee? 

 

 

 

Describe how the nominee has uniquely demonstrated leadership and/or professional excellence 

in dietetics? 

 

 

Why do you think this nominee should receive this award? 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

I nominate __________________________________ for the Magnolia Award. 

 

Submitted by: __________________________Telephone No: _____________________  

 

E-mail address: _________________________Date Submitted: ____________________ 

 

How long and in what capacity have you known the nominee? 

 

How has the nominee demonstrated outstanding interest, support and contributions to the 

profession of dietetics? 

 

 

Why do you think this nominee should receive this award? 

 



2012 RECOGNIZED YOUNG DIETITIAN OF THE 

YEAR AWARD DATA SHEET  

 

Submit the recipient’s name as it should appear on a certificate.  

Name:    

first middle initial last 

 

Place of 

Employment 

(100 characters 

or less): 

 

 

Job Title (70 

characters or 

less):  

 

 

District (if applicable)  ADA Membership No.  

 

 

STATE ASSOCIATION:  

STATE ASSOCIATION CONTACT:  

Phone (        ) 

E-mail  

 

STATE ASSOCIATION AWARD CHAIR 

 Return only completed data sheets to the ADA Affiliate Relations Team by May 1, 2012. 

Send to: ADA Affiliate Relations Team 

American Dietetic Association 

120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2000 

Chicago, IL  60606-6995 

Fax:  312/899-5353 

E-mail:  affiliateawards@eatright.org  

 All other materials, including a duplicate copy of this data sheet, letters of reference, and personal 

resumes should be retained in state association files.   

mailto:affiliateawards@eatright.org


2012 EMERGING DIETETIC LEADER  (EDL) 

AWARD DATA SHEET  

 

Submit the recipient’s name as it should appear on a certificate.  

Name:    

first middle initial last 

 

Place of 

Employment 

(100 characters 

or less): 

 

 

Job Title (70 

characters or 

less):  

 

 

ADA Membership No.  

 

 

STATE ASSOCIATION:  

STATE ASSOCIATION CONTACT:  

Phone (        ) 

E-mail  

 

STATE ASSOCIATION AWARD CHAIR 

 Return only completed data sheets to the ADA Affiliate Relations Team by May 1, 2012. 

Send to: ADA Affiliate Relations Team 

American Dietetic Association 

120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2000 

Chicago, IL  60606-6995 

Fax:  312/899-5353 

E-mail:  affiliateawards@eatright.org 

 All other materials, including a duplicate copy of this data sheet, letters of reference, and personal 

resumes should be retained in state association files.   

mailto:affiliateawards@eatright.org


2012 OUTSTANDING DIETITIAN  OF THE YEAR  

(ODY) AWARD DATA SHEET  

 

Submit the recipient’s name as it should appear on a certificate.  

Name:    

first middle initial last 

 

Place of 

Employment 

(100 characters 

or less): 

 

 

Job Title (70 

characters or 

less):  

 

 

ADA Membership No.  

 

 

STATE ASSOCIATION:  

STATE ASSOCIATION CONTACT:  

Phone (        ) 

E-mail  

 

STATE ASSOCIATION AWARD CHAIR 

 Return only completed data sheets to the ADA Affiliate Relations Team by May 1, 2012. 

Send to: ADA Affiliate Relations Team 

American Dietetic Association 

120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2000 

Chicago, IL  60606-6995 

Fax:  312/899-5353 

E-mail:  affiliateawards@eatright.org 

 All other materials, including a duplicate copy of this data sheet, letters of reference, and personal 

resumes should be retained in state association files.   



 

 


